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The seventy weeks, or 490 years, especially 
allotted to the Jews, ended, as we have seen, 
in A.D. 34. At that time, through the action of 

the Jewish Sanhedrin, the nation sealed its 
rejection of the gospel by the martyrdom of 

Stephen and the persecution of the followers 
of Christ. Then the message of salvation, no 
longer restricted to the chosen people, was 

given to the world. 
GC 328.1 



Thus far every specification of the prophecies is 
strikingly fulfilled, and the beginning of the seventy 

weeks is fixed beyond question at 457 B.C., and their 
expiration in A.D. 34.  

GC 328.2  



Lucifer in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, 
next in honor to God's dear Son. His countenance, like those of the 

other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was 
high and broad, showing a powerful intellect. His form was perfect; 

his bearing noble and majestic. A special light beamed in his 
countenance and shone around him brighter and more beautiful than 

around the other angels; yet Christ, God's dear Son, had the pre-
eminence over all the angelic host. He was one with the Father 

before the angels were created. Lucifer was envious of Christ, and 
gradually assumed command which devolved on Christ alone.  

SR 13.1 



The Lord has shown me that Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to 
Jesus Christ. His countenance was mild, expressive of happiness like the other 

angels. His forehead was high and broad, and showed great intelligence. His form 
was perfect. He had a noble, majestic bearing. And I saw that when God said to his 

Son, Let us make man in our image, Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished to be 
consulted concerning the formation of man. He was filled with envy, jealousy and 

hatred. He wished to be the highest in heaven, next to God, and receive the highest 
honors. Until this time all heaven was in order, harmony and perfect subjection to the 

government of God.  
1SG 17.1 



The great Creator assembled the heavenly host, that He might in the presence of all the angels confer 
special honor upon His Son. The Son was seated on the throne with the Father, and the heavenly throng of 
holy angels was gathered around them. The Father then made known that it was ordained by Himself that 
Christ, His Son, should be equal with Himself; so that wherever was the presence of His Son, it was as His 

own presence. The word of the Son was to be obeyed as readily as the word of the Father. His Son He had 
invested with authority to command the heavenly host. Especially was His Son to work in union with 

Himself in the anticipated creation of the earth and every living thing that should exist upon the earth. His 
Son would carry out His will and His purposes but would do nothing of Himself alone. The Father's will 

would be fulfilled in Him.  
SR 13.2 

Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to acknowledge 
His supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his heart was filled with envy 

and hatred.  
SR 14.1 

 
There was contention among the angels. Lucifer and his sympathizers were striving to reform the 
government of God. They were discontented and unhappy because they could not look into His 

unsearchable wisdom and ascertain His purposes in exalting His Son, and endowing Him with such 
unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the authority of the Son.  

SR 15.1



The influence of mind on mind, so strong a power for good when sanctified, is 
equally strong for evil in the hands of those opposed to God. This power Satan used 
in his work of instilling evil into the minds of the angels, and he made it appear that 
he was seeking the good of the universe. As the anointed cherub, Lucifer had been 
highly exalted; he was greatly loved by the heavenly beings, and his influence over 
them was strong. Many of them listened to his suggestions and believed his words. 

7BC 973.4 



To dispute the supremacy of the Son of God, thus impeaching the 
wisdom and love of the Creator, had become the purpose of this prince 

of angels. To this object he was about to bend the energies of that 
master mind, which, next to Christ's, was first among the hosts of God. 

But He who would have the will of all His creatures free, left none 
unguarded to the bewildering sophistry by which rebellion would seek to 

justify itself. Before the great contest should open, all were to have a 
clear presentation of His will, whose wisdom and goodness were the 

spring of all their joy.  
PP 36.1 



Angels that were loyal and true sought to reconcile this mighty, rebellious angel to the will of 
his Creator. They justified the act of God in conferring honor upon Christ, and with forcible 
reasoning sought to convince Lucifer that no less honor was his now than before the Father 
had proclaimed the honor which He had conferred upon His Son. They clearly set forth that 

Christ was the Son of God, existing with Him before the angels were created; and that He had 
ever stood at the right hand of God, and His mild, loving authority had not heretofore been 

questioned; and that He had given no commands but what it was joy for the heavenly host to 
execute. They urged that Christ's receiving special honor from the Father, in the presence of 
the angels, did not detract from the honor that Lucifer had heretofore received. The angels 

wept. They anxiously sought to move him to renounce his wicked design and yield submission 
to their Creator; for all had heretofore been peace and harmony, and what could occasion this 

dissenting, rebellious voice? 
SR 15.2



Lucifer refused to listen. And then he turned from the loyal and true angels, denouncing 
them as slaves. These angels, true to God, stood in amazement as they saw that Lucifer 

was successful in his effort to incite rebellion. He promised them a new and better 
government than they then had, in which all would be freedom. Great numbers signified 
their purpose to accept him as their leader and chief commander. As he saw his advances 
were met with success, he flattered himself that he should yet have all the angels on his 
side, and that he would be equal with God Himself, and his voice of authority would be 
heard in commanding the entire host of heaven. Again the loyal angels warned him, and 

assured him what must be the consequences if he persisted; that He who could create the 
angels could by His power overturn all their authority and in some signal manner punish 
their audacity and terrible rebellion. To think that an angel should resist the law of God 

which was as sacred as Himself! They warned the rebellious to close their ears to Lucifer's 
deceptive reasonings, and advised him and all who had been affected by him to go to God 

and confess their wrong for even admitting a thought of questioning His authority.  
SR 16.1 



It was the highest sin to rebel against the order and will of God. All heaven seemed in commotion. The 
angels were marshaled in companies with a commanding angel at their head. All the angels were astir. 

Satan was insinuating against the government of God, ambitious to exalt himself, and unwilling to 
submit to the authority of Jesus. Some of the angels sympathized with Satan in his rebellion, and 

others strongly contended for the honor and wisdom of God in giving authority to his Son. And there 
was contention with the angels. Satan and his affected ones, who were striving to reform the 

government of God, wished to look into his unsearchable wisdom to ascertain his purpose in exalting 
Jesus, and endowing him with such unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the 

authority of the Son of God, and all the angels were summoned to appear before the Father, to have 
their cases decided. And it was decided that Satan should be expelled from heaven, and that the 

angels, all who joined with Satan in the rebellion, should be turned out with him. Then there was war in 
heaven. Angels were engaged in the battle; Satan wished to conquer the Son of God, and those who 
were submissive to his will. But the good and true angels prevailed, and Satan, with his followers, was 

driven from heaven.  
1SG 17.2 



In heaven itself this law was broken. Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the 
covering cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of heavenly 
beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win their homage to himself. 
Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for self-exaltation. 

With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he 
deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and 
to distrust His goodness. Because God is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satan 
caused them to look upon Him as severe and unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join 

him in rebellion against God, and the night of woe settled down upon the world.  
DA 21.3 



Many of Lucifer's sympathizers were inclined to heed the counsel of the loyal angels and repent of their 
dissatisfaction and be again received to the confidence of the Father and His dear Son. The mighty revolter then 

declared that he was acquainted with God's law, and if he should submit to servile obedience, his honor would be 
taken from him. No more would he be intrusted with his exalted mission. He told them that himself and they also had 
now gone too far to go back, and he would brave the consequences, for to bow in servile worship to the Son of God 
he never would; that God would not forgive, and now they must assert their liberty and gain by force the position and 

authority which was not willingly accorded to them. [Thus it was that Lucifer, “the light-bearer,” the sharer of God's 
glory, the attendant of his throne, by transgression became Satan, “the adversary.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, 40.]  

SR 16.2 

The loyal angels hastened speedily to the Son of God and acquainted Him with what was taking place among the 
angels. They found the Father in conference with His beloved Son, to determine the means by which, for the best 
good of the loyal angels, the assumed authority of Satan could be forever put down. The great God could at once 

have hurled this archdeceiver from heaven; but this was not His purpose. He would give the rebellious an equal 
chance to measure strength and might with His own Son and His loyal angels. In this battle every angel would choose 
his own side and be manifested to all. It would not have been safe to suffer any who united with Satan in his rebellion 

to continue to occupy heaven. They had learned the lesson of genuine rebellion against the unchangeable law of 
God, and this is incurable. If God had exercised His power to punish this chief rebel, disaffected angels would not 

have been manifested; hence, God took another course, for He would manifest distinctly to all the heavenly host His 
justice and His judgment.  

SR 17.1 



All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father, to have each 
case determined. Satan unblushingly made known his dissatisfaction that Christ 
should be preferred before him. He stood up proudly and urged that he should 

be equal with God and should be taken into conference with the Father and 
understand His purposes. God informed Satan that to His Son alone He would 

reveal His secret purposes, and He required all the family in heaven, even Satan, 
to yield Him implicit, unquestioned obedience; but that he (Satan) had proved 

himself unworthy of a place in heaven. Then Satan exultingly pointed to his 
sympathizers, comprising nearly one half of all the angels, and exclaimed, 

“These are with me! Will you expel these also, and make such a void in heaven?” 
He then declared that he was prepared to resist the authority of Christ and to 

defend his place in heaven by force of might, strength against strength.  
SR 18.1 



Then there was war in heaven. The Son of God, the Prince of heaven, and 
His loyal angels engaged in conflict with the archrebel and those who 

united with him. The Son of God and true, loyal angels prevailed; and Satan 
and his sympathizers were expelled from heaven. All the heavenly host 

acknowledged and adored the God of justice. Not a taint of rebellion was 
left in heaven. All was again peaceful and harmonious as before. Angels in 

heaven mourned the fate of those who had been their companions in 
happiness and bliss. Their loss was felt in heaven.  

SR 19.1 



A compassionate Creator, in yearning pity for Lucifer and his followers, was 
seeking to draw them back from the abyss of ruin into which they were about 

to plunge. But His mercy was misinterpreted. Lucifer pointed to the long-
suffering of God as an evidence of his own superiority, an indication that the 
King of the universe would yet accede to his terms. If the angels would stand 

firmly with him, he declared, they could yet gain all that they desired. He 
persistently defended his own course, and fully committed himself to the great 
controversy against his Maker. Thus it was that Lucifer, “the light bearer,” the 
sharer of God's glory, the attendant of His throne, by transgression became 
Satan, “the adversary” of God and holy beings and the destroyer of those 

whom Heaven had committed to his guidance and guardianship.  
PP 39.2 



Yet Satan was not then destroyed. The angels did not even then understand all that was 
involved in the great controversy. The principles at stake were to be more fully revealed. 

And for the sake of man, Satan's existence must be continued. Man as well as angels must 
see the contrast between the Prince of light and the prince of darkness. He must choose 

whom he will serve. 
 DA 761.3 



God permitted Satan to carry forward his work until the spirit of disaffection ripened into 
active revolt. It was necessary for his plans to be fully developed, that their true nature 
and tendency might be seen by all. Lucifer, as the anointed cherub, had been highly 

exalted; he was greatly loved by the heavenly beings, and his influence over them was 
strong. God's government included not only the inhabitants of heaven, but of all the 

worlds that He had created; and Lucifer had concluded that if he could carry the angels 
of heaven with him in rebellion, he could carry also all the worlds. He had artfully 

presented his side of the question, employing sophistry and fraud to secure his objects. 
His power to deceive was very great. By disguising himself in a cloak of falsehood, he 
had gained an advantage. All his acts were so clothed with mystery that it was difficult 

to disclose to the angels the true nature of his work. Until fully developed, it could not be 
made to appear the evil thing it was; his disaffection would not be seen to be rebellion. 
Even the loyal angels could not fully discern his character or see to what his work was 

leading.  
PP 41.2 


