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Keep God’s Glory in View 
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4. {UL 249.1} 

 

 The Lord would have us cultivate home religion, causing the fear of God to circulate through 
the family. When parents neglect their duty to their children, failing to govern them according to right 
principles, the enemy is given opportunity to gain control of their lives. Children who are allowed to 
disregard parental authority are never happy. In the early years of life is the time for all to prepare to 
become members of the royal family. Parents and youth should thank the Lord in prayer and praise 
for the privilege of becoming children of God and citizens of His kingdom. {UL 249.2} 

 Abraham is a noble example of a faithful householder, and he has given us an example of the 
unquestioning obedience that all should render. He who blesses the righteous said of Abraham, “I 
know him, that he will command his children and his household after him” (Genesis 18:19). They will 
keep the way of the Lord to do justice and judgment. He will not speak words of hypocrisy or 
deception. There will be no betraying of sacred trusts.... {UL 249.3} 

 Just as surely as we labor together as Abraham did, so surely will we receive the 
commendation of Heaven. Abraham was, in a marked manner, selected to walk in the way of the 
Lord, governing his household by the combined influences of authority and affection. The Holy One 
has given us rules to obey, from which there can be no sinless swerving. We are bought with a price. 
Faith and works are to make us complete in Christ. Thus we shall keep the way of the Lord. When the 
heart is meek and lowly, God can impress the soul. The Word of God is our counselor. Let us obey its 
teachings. {UL 249.4} 

 In all our work we need to keep the glory of God in view. The Word of God is our guide. 
Let this testimony go forth as the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. Let us talk 
faith, and walk by faith. O what a work is ours, what a privilege, so to speak and so to act as to fasten 
conviction on the hearts and consciences of men. The Holy Spirit grants us His guidance in this work, 
and success comes when we have a strict regard for the fear of God. He is the Searcher of hearts, 
and He gives us the encouragement that, if we will become intelligent in our service for God and will 
walk humbly in the light He has graciously given, we will not be left to labor in human strength. {UL 
249.5} 

 Christ came to this world, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, to bear trial and 
to become acquainted with disappointment, that He might teach men and women to become 
like God.—Letter 242, August 23, 1908, to S. N. Haskell, president of the California Conference. {UL 
249.6} 
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1 God is working his purpose out, 

as year succeeds to year: 

God is working his purpose out, 

and the time is drawing near: 

nearer and nearer draws the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled 

with the glory of God, 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

2 From utmost east to utmost west, 

wherever foot has trod, 

by the mouth of many messengers 

rings out the voice of God: 

Listen to me you continents, 

you islands look to me, 

that the earth may be filled 

with the glory of God, 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

3 We shall march in the strength of God, 

with the banner of Christ unfurled, 

that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 

may shine throughout the world; 

we shall fight with sorrow and sin 

to set their captives free, 

that the earth may be filled 

with the glory of God,  

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

4 All we can do is nothing worth 

unless God blesses the deed; 

vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 

till God gives life to the seed: 

nearer and nearer draws the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled 

with the glory of God, 

as the waters cover the sea. 
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               BIBLICAL REASONS TO OBEY GOD 

  

We are saved by grace alone apart from works. God desires perfection, but nobody 

is perfect. Christ became that perfection, and He is who we put our trust in. Never 

let anyone tell you we are saved by works like Catholicism teaches. What no one 

seems to understand in this godless generation is if you are truly saved you will 

be converted. 

There will be a renewing of your mind. You will grow in your hatred for the things 

that God hates and in your love for the things that God loves. Don’t tell me you are 

a Christian when your life contradicts that. Don’t tell me you love God when your 

life contradicts that. 

When you start talking about obedience false converts scream legalism. Jesus 

Himself said most people who profess to be Christian are not getting into Heaven. 

The church has gone astray. Most people will hear, “depart from Me I never knew 

you. Your life contradicts what you professed to be.” In these dire times people 

don’t want God they just want to go to Heaven. Can a Christian struggle with sin 

and even fall into sin? Yes, but a Christian will never live a continuous life of sin 

because God will not let His children go astray. Some grow slower than others, but 

a true believer grows. 

God will work in His child’s life to make him into the image of Christ. Once again, 

we are saved only by faith in the blood of Jesus. He is our only hope. He alone 

satisfied God’s wrath, but we must never forget the doctrine of regeneration. 

  

1. You are so thankful for what God has done for you in the finished 

work of Christ. 
2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 

Colossians 3:15-17 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 

of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ 

dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 

through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in 

https://biblereasons.com/nobody-is-perfect/
https://biblereasons.com/nobody-is-perfect/
https://biblereasons.com/legalism/
https://biblereasons.com/reasons-to-be-thankful/
https://biblereasons.com/reasons-to-be-thankful/


Devotional Book: The Upward Look 
Written by Ellen G. White 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
 
 

4 
 

your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Romans 3:23-26 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 

was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 

might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

John 19:30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

  

2. You don’t want to take advantage of God’s grace. “Jesus died for my 

sins I can sin all I want.” Wrong! That is a lie from the devil. 
Romans 6:1-6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 

increase?  By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it 

any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism 

into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 

of the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like 

his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by 

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin. 

Romans 6:14-15 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not 

under the law, but under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not under 

the law but under grace? By no means! 

  

3. Obey God because He loves you. If Jesus is not enough for you to live 

a godly life then you don’t know Jesus. 
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

Ephesians 5:2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

1 John 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

https://biblereasons.com/not-being-good-enough/
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4. Obey God because you love Him. 
John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves 

Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and 

manifest Myself to him.” 

Luke 10:27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 

neighbor as yourself.” 

Proverbs 8:17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me. 

Psalm 97:10 Let those who love the LORD hate evil, for he guards the lives of his 

faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

John 14:23-24 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 

them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you 

hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.” 

  

5. He is Lord over your life. 
Luke 6:46-48 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for 

everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will 

show you what they are like. They are like a man building a house, who dug down 

deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that 

house but could not shake it, because it was well built.” 

  

6. If you have truly repented and believed on Christ and God has saved 

you then you are a new creation. If you are saved you are not that same 

person anymore. You are new with new desires. You will not continue to 

live in a continuous life of rebellion. 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
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Colossians 3:9-10 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self 

with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

Ephesians 4:22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 

your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires. 

1 John 3:8-10 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 

been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 

destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for 

God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been 

born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the 

children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is 

the one who does not love his brother. 

  

7. To be a good example to others. 
1 Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an 

example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 

Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

John 13:15 For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 

  

8. You don’t want to live in hypocrisy. Jesus called out hypocrites. 
Matthew 15:7-9 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about 

you: These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

2 Timothy 3:5 Having the appearance of godliness but denying its power. Avoid 

such people. 

1 John 1:6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we 

lie and do not practice the truth. 

  

9. Rewards (Nothing to do with the prosperity gospel, which is a false 

movement from the devil.) 
Ephesians 6:8 because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever 

good they do, whether they are slave or free. 

Matthew 5:19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 

commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of 
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heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. 

Mark 9:41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name 

because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward. 

1 John 2:17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of 

God lives forever. 

Psalm 19:8-11 The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The 

commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is 

pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are 

righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are 

sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. By them, your servant is 

warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

  

10. You don’t want to live like the world or so-called Christians these 

days. You want to be different.  
Romans 12:2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is–his good, pleasing, and perfect will. 

Proverbs 1:15 My son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from 

their paths. 

1 Peter 4:3-4 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans 

choose to do–living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and 

detestable idolatry.  They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, 

wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 

  

11. You don’t want to find out in the last moment that you are not going 

to Heaven. Most people who call themselves Christians are not going. 
Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name and in your name drive out demons and, in your name, perform many 

miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 

evildoers!’ 

https://biblereasons.com/debauchery/
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Luke 13:24-27 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 

many, I tell you, because many will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the 

owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking 

and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or 

where you come from.’ “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you 

taught in our streets.’ “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 

from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

  

12. God says, “be holy.” 
1 Peter 1:16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

Leviticus 20:7 “‘Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your 

God. 

  

13. God hates not only sin, but the people who actually live in it. 
Psalm 5:5 Therefore, the proud may not stand in your presence, for you hate all 

who do evil. 

Psalm 11:5 The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates the wicked and the 

one who loves violence. 

Romans 9:13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

Leviticus 20:23 And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast 

out before you: for they committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred 

them. 

Proverbs 6:16-19 There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to 

him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that 

devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who 

pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the community. 

  

14. Christian’s fear God. 

Proverbs 8:13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil 

behavior, and perverse speech. 

Proverbs 16:6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear of 

the LORD evil is avoided. 

Proverbs 14:16 The wise fear the LORD and shun evil, but a fool is hotheaded and 

yet feels secure. 

https://biblereasons.com/narrow-path/
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Job 1:1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 

blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 

Psalm 128:1 Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways! 

 

 

15. God will not hear your prayers if you rebel. 

Psalm 66:18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 

John 9:31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly 

person who does his will. 

Proverbs 28:9 If anyone turns a deaf ear to my instruction, even their prayers are 

detestable. 

Proverbs 1:28 Then they will call to me, but I will not answer; they will look for 

me but will not find me. 

  

16. God will listen to you. 

Proverbs 15:8 The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the 

upright pleases him. 

Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the 

righteous. 

Proverbs 10:3 The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry, but he thwarts the 

craving of the wicked. 

Psalm 145:19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and 

saves them. 

  

17. You don’t want to cause others to stumble. 

Matthew 18:6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones–those who believe in me–

to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around 

their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” 

1 Corinthians 8:9 But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become 

a stumbling block to the weak. 

  

18. Sin grieves God. 

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 

the day of redemption. 
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Genesis 6:6 The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, 

and his heart was deeply troubled. 

Psalm 78:40 How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved 

him in the wasteland! 

 

19. Because you trust that God knows best. 
Proverbs 3:5-7 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths 

straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 

Psalm 37:3 Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe 

pasture. 

Psalm 37:5 Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this. 

Proverbs 28:26 Those who trust their own insight are foolish, but anyone who 

walks in wisdom is safe. 

  

20. You will live in joy and not shame. 
2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom. 

1 John 2:3 And by this we know that we have come to know him if we keep his 

commandments. 

 

CLOSING THOUGHTS 

 

Let this testimony go forth as the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believeth. Let us talk faith and walk by faith. O what a work is ours, what a 

privilege, so to speak and so to act as to fasten conviction on the hearts and 

consciences of men. The Holy Spirit grants us His guidance in this work, and 

success comes when we have a strict regard for the fear of God. He is the 

Searcher of hearts, and He gives us the encouragement that, if we will become 

intelligent in our service for God and will walk humbly in the light He has 

graciously given, we will not be left to labor in human strength. Christ came to this 

world, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, to bear trial and to become 

acquainted with disappointment, that He might teach men and women to become 

like God. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

Just as surely as we labor together as Abraham did, so surely will we receive the 

commendation of Heaven. Abraham was, in a marked manner, selected to walk in 

the way of the Lord, governing his household by the combined influences of 

authority and affection. The Holy One has given us rules to obey, from which there 

can be no sinless swerving. We are bought with a price. Faith and works are to 

make us complete in Christ. Thus, we shall keep the way of the Lord. When the 

heart is meek and lowly, God can impress the soul. Father let this be our everyday 

prayer. In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


