Numbers 24:17 
17 I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.




Galatians 3:28
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus





1 Corinthians 11:3 
3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.


Ecclesiastes 4:8 
8 There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.




Philippians 4:12 
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.


Psalm 1:1 
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.



1 Corinthians 10:31 
31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.



Revelation 22:13 
13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.




Colossians 3:11 
11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.


Psalm 22:1 
22 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?



Isaiah 46:10 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:


Psalm 1:1 
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.



Song of Solomon 2:14 
14 O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.



Song of Solomon 3:2 
2 I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.




Ecclesiastes 3:15 
15 That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past.







Isaiah 55: 8-11
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
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When I think of rules, I think of Mathematics: Set formulas that equate to something… All one has to do is plug in the information to the equation to figure out the answer…. The more you practice, the more you get better at it.



For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.



Notes:



An important pattern/structure (that we see in scripture…) for us to understand is the concept of balancing. The reason we want to see this is because sometimes a piece of information is not seen in scriptures. When you recognize a structure is out of balance, you can find important information, even if it is not in the words themselves. We can call this hidden information that can be seen from the structure itself.



In verse 17 of Numbers chapter 24, we see this repeat and enlarge or parable technique used three times repeatedly in the verse. 



In the verse itself, it’s a line of progression. We have three repeats and enlarges in this verse.  So, the verse is broken up into three sections.  As you go through those three sections, it’s a line of progression. 



The verse is a line of progression in three steps. Each step is a repeat and enlarge. This verse is combining two concepts. This line of progression is a line of sequence—an ordered sequence. 



We have three steps: a person will rise up; when he comes, he’s going to come from Israel; his purpose will be to punish. Here we can see the three progressive steps. Combining these three progressive steps is the repeat and enlarge.  So, we can split this verse into three parts: a, b, c. Each part is in two parts (i.e. Now, nigh).  



When you have something that you repeat and enlarge, that is by definition a parable. We’ve brought two things together that help to explain one another. Everything about it is a parable. 



The rule of first mention is also the 5th rule of WM Bible interpretation. This so because we are seeing how the context of the Bible is defining what a word means. This is what rule #5 says, the Bible should be it’s own expositor. If this rule is going to be used properly, what you should not do (when using this rule) is look at the word and apply the Hebrew definition to try to understand what the word means. This is a big NO NO. Because this coding would come from a man’s dictionary (in this case Strongs). 



When using first mention, you don’t go to another language. You stay in the language you are reading and you see how that word is being use in that native language. You have to have faith that what you’re reading is a good translation. If you believe it to be a reliable Bible,  then you need to have faith that all of these verses are going to help explain contextually what that word in particular means. The Bible itself will define what the word means using the context. 



It is good to use dictionaries. Nothing wrong with that. But, if you’re going to use the rule of first mention, you need to remain in the language of your study, you can’t jump languages. 



Clarifying in summing it all up: 



When using the rule of first mention, we need to make sure we stay in the same language. 

Numbers 24:17 is a neat verse that teaches how repeat and enlarge works because it works three times in one verse a, b, c. Each part is in two segments, so you have six parts in total. 

You take the six parts and you cut them up. 

The re-stitch them together by grouping all the 1’s with the 1’s and the 2’s with the 2’s. Line one becomes a symbol of geology and line two becomes a symbol of people—a repeat and enlarge.
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When I think of rules, I think of Mathematics: Set formulas that equate to something… All one has to do is plug in the information to the equation to figure out the answer…. The more you practice, the more you get better at it.



For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.



Notes:



An important pattern/structure (that we see in scripture…) for us to understand is the concept of balancing. The reason we want to see this is because sometimes a piece of information is not seen in scriptures. When you recognize a structure is out of balance, you can find important information, even if it is not in the words themselves. We can call this hidden information that can be seen from the structure itself.



In verse 17 of Numbers chapter 24, we see this repeat and enlarge or parable technique used three times repeatedly in the verse. 



In the verse itself, it’s a line of progression. We have three repeats and enlarges in this verse.  So, the verse is broken up into three sections.  As you go through those three sections, it’s a line of progression. 



The verse is a line of progression in three steps. Each step is a repeat and enlarge. This verse is combining two concepts. This line of progression is a line of sequence—an ordered sequence. 



We have three steps: a person will rise up; when he comes, he’s going to come from Israel; his purpose will be to punish. Here we can see the three progressive steps. Combining these three progressive steps is the repeat and enlarge.  So, we can split this verse into three parts: a, b, c. Each part is in two parts (i.e. Now, nigh).  



When you have something that you repeat and enlarge, that is by definition a parable. We’ve brought two things together that help to explain one another. Everything about it is a parable. 



The rule of first mention is also the 5th rule of WM Bible interpretation. This so because we are seeing how the context of the Bible is defining what a word means. This is what rule #5 says, the Bible should be it’s own expositor. If this rule is going to be used properly, what you should not do (when using this rule) is look at the word and apply the Hebrew definition to try to understand what the word means. This is a big NO NO. Because this coding would come from a man’s dictionary (in this case Strongs). 



When using first mention, you don’t go to another language. You stay in the language you are reading and you see how that word is being use in that native language. You have to have faith that what you’re reading is a good translation. If you believe it to be a reliable Bible,  then you need to have faith that all of these verses are going to help explain contextually what that word in particular means. The Bible itself will define what the word means using the context. 



It is good to use dictionaries. Nothing wrong with that. But, if you’re going to use the rule of first mention, you need to remain in the language of your study, you can’t jump languages. 



Clarifying in summing it all up: 



When using the rule of first mention, we need to make sure we stay in the same language. 

Numbers 24:17 is a neat verse that teaches how repeat and enlarge works because it works three times in one verse a, b, c. Each part is in two segments, so you have six parts in total. 

You take the six parts and you cut them up. 

The re-stitch them together by grouping all the 1’s with the 1’s and the 2’s with the 2’s. Line one becomes a symbol of geology and line two becomes a symbol of people—a repeat and enlarge.
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