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Obedience is the Price 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. Luke 10:27. {UL 221.1} 

 
The question which the lawyer put to Christ was one of vital consequence. The Pharisees who had 

prompted the lawyer to ask this question were expecting the Lord Jesus to answer it in such a way that they 
could find something against Him whereby they might accuse and condemn Him before the people. The self-
possession of Christ, the wisdom and authority by which He spake, was something they could not interpret. 
{UL 221.2} 
 

When this question was asked by the lawyer, Christ knew that the suggestion came from His bitterest 
enemies, who were setting a trap to catch Him in His words. The Lord Jesus responded to the question by 
placing the burden upon the lawyer to answer his own question before that crowd. “What is written in the 
law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto 
him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live” (Luke 10:26-28). Obedience to the 
commandments of God is the price of eternal life. {UL 221.3} 
 

There is a very broad and deep work to be accomplished in fallen humanity. This is the true 
interpretation of genuine conversion. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul. The answer to this 
question, as given by the lawyer, comprehends the entire duty of man, who is seeking eternal life. The lawyer 
was unable to evade the question so directly and pointedly expressed as to the conditions of eternal life. He 
understood its bearings, and the necessity of answering the demands of the law in loving God supremely, and 
his neighbor as himself. He knew he had not done either of these, and the conviction of his neglect to obey the 
first four commandments and the last six commandments plainly specified in the words of the holy oracles of 
God was impressed by the Holy Spirit upon his heart. He saw himself weighed in the balances of the sanctuary 
and found wanting. He did not serve God supremely, because he had not loved Him supremely, with his 
whole heart, with all his soul, and all his strength, and with all his mind. Lacking decidedly in this 
requirement of Jehovah’s law, he failed decidedly to love his neighbor as himself. {UL 221.4} 
 

Thus, before the multitude he himself had given in concise words the gospel conditions of eternal life 
for every member of the human family, who are standing before God today. —Manuscript 45, July 26, 1900, 
“What Is the Chaff to Wheat?” {UL 221.5} 
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WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIER 
 

1. What does the Lord require 
for praise and offering? 
What sacrifice desire, 
or tribute bid you bring? 
Do justly; love mercy; 
walk humbly with your God. 
 

2. Rulers of earth give ear! 
Should you not justice show? 
Will God your pleading hear, 
while crime and cruelty grow? 
Do justly; love mercy; 
walk humbly with your God. 
 

3. Still down the ages ring 
the prophet's stern commands. 
To merchant, worker, king 
he brings God's high demands. 
Do justly; love mercy; 
walk humbly with your God. 
 

4. How shall my soul fulfil 
God's law so hard and high? 
Let Christ endue our will 
with grace to fortify. 
Then justly, in mercy 
we'll humbly walk with God. 
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How to Apply Micah 6:8 to 

Your Life 
 

 

Micah 6:8 asks us what the Lord requires of us. There are many ways to answer this question. 
You might have a passion for evangelism. So, you focus on the Great Commission found in 
Matthew 28:19–20. Or you might be more focused on worship and emphasize verses like 
Psalm 95:6. You may think that God wants holiness, and the Ten Commandments define what 
it is that God expects of you. Or you may emphasize Christian character, and so the fruit of the 
Spirit as described in Paul’s writings might be your favorite. The wide range of answers to this 
question helps the Christian community to be diverse, holistic, and inclusive, so that the 
passions, interests, and gifts of all God’s people can be realized. 
 
Perhaps thinking about what the Lord desires of us also encourages us to develop a holistic 
spirituality that includes the parts of our faith that are not in our wheelhouse. If I have a deep 
interest and call to pray, I may need to push myself to make sure I head out from my prayer 
closet to share my faith. If I love the experience of worship, I probably should not ignore my 
neighbors as I walk or drive to church on Sunday morning. 
 

What Micah 6:8 reveals about God’s desire for you 
 
Micah 6:8 connects our faith with our actions, our care for those in need with our walk with 
God: “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” 
 
While a number of Bible translations use the word “require,” following this verse’s instructions 
perfectly is not a requirement for salvation. God has grace for us even though we are not 
perfectly obedient. Some translations instead use the word “desire” in Micah 6:8. God gives us 
the gift of salvation by grace. This verse simply describes what God wants from us in return: to 
do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19-20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+95%3A6&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5%3A+22-23&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5%3A+22-23&version=NRSV
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Walking humbly with God 
 
To “walk humbly with God” is the basis for loving mercy and doing justice. Because of what 
God has done, we fully invest in healing the world around us through mercy and justice. 
Cultivating our walk with God provides the power and passion for us to fully engage—its 
grounds everything else we do. 
 
The “walk” metaphor is used often in Scripture to describe the overall direction one’s life is 
heading. In Deuteronomy, there are a number of references to walking in the way of the Lord, 
several psalms refer to a walk being blameless, and 1 John encourages us to walk in the light. 
This poetic picture envisions a comfortable relationship of presence with God and a life that 
fits into that path. 
 
The adverb “humbly” moves us away from arrogance and the egocentric need to always be 
better than others, to the simple acceptance of the gifts that God has placed within us. The 
hymn “Trust and Obey” might come to mind: “When we walk with the Lord in the light of his 
Word, what a glory he sheds on our way! While we do his good will, he abides with us still, and 
with all who will trust and obey.” 
 

Loving mercy 
 
Secondly, God desires for us to “love mercy,” or, in some translations, kindness. This is the 
Hebrew word hesed, which can be used to refer to God’s loving kindness to us. It is interesting 
to note that God wants us to be drawn to mercy—having compassion for those in need. This is 
not always easy, as we see so much human need; it is on our street corners and bombards us 
in the media. 
 
It is easy for our hearts to harden and our minds to judge. These people are being both foolish 
and manipulative. They are taking advantage of our care. And we need to hear God say once 
again, “As one of my people, I hope you love mercy—for that is what you have received.” 
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Doing justice 
 
Finally, God tells us to “do justice.” Perhaps you struggle to know what it means to do justice. 
How did I do justice this past week? What does it look like? We have often defined justice by 
placing it primarily in a political, economic, or judicial realm. These definitions make it difficult 
to identify that we are doing justice on a regular basis. Where are our courts and police 
malfunctioning? What laws or practices allow for racial discrimination? What businesses take 
advantage of low-income people and charge them exorbitant interest rates? While these are 
indeed a part of social injustice, and we must fully engage in them, they can be distant from 
our daily lives. 
 
Our definition of justice is “to create a world where all people have equal opportunity to 
fully develop the gifts that God has placed within them.” While this does include the bigger 
political, judicial, and economic challenges we face, it can also include more basic activities, 
like a program that provides tutors so that kids in urban school settings have equal 
opportunities to learn to read as suburban kids. Justice is supporting an overwhelmed single 
parent who is struggling to find the time and resources to give adequate time to his or her 
children. Justice is taking in a foster child. Justice is employing a young person coming out of 
prison. Justice is a host of other activities that level the playing field and provide equal 
opportunity for all. 
 
Doing justice is also developmental, meaning that we don’t simply give things away to meet a 
need, but we help people help themselves. Using the well-known fishing metaphor, we don’t 
just give people a fish, but we teach them how to fish. In our daily lives, we all have the 
opportunity to do justice with actions that help people help themselves. In this, we are 
creating an environment where people can thrive and achieve their full potential. 
 

Questions to ponder 
• What does the Lord desire for you? 
• What gifts and abilities has he given you for that? 
• How can you step outside your comfort zone to other areas the Lord may be desiring 

for you? 
• What are ways you can make Micah 6:8 an action in your life? 
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CLOSING THOUGHTS 

There is a very broad and deep work to be accomplished in fallen humanity. This is the true 
interpretation of genuine conversion. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul. The 
answer to this question, as given by the lawyer, comprehends the entire duty of man, who is 
seeking eternal life. The lawyer was unable to evade the question so directly and pointedly 
expressed as to the conditions of eternal life. He understood its bearings, and the necessity of 
answering the demands of the law in loving God supremely, and his neighbor as himself. He 
knew he had not done either of these, and the conviction of his neglect to obey the first four 
commandments and the last six commandments plainly specified in the words of the holy 
oracles of God was impressed by the Holy Spirit upon his heart. He saw himself weighed in the 
balances of the sanctuary and found wanting. He did not serve God supremely, because he 
had not loved Him supremely, with his whole heart, with all his soul, and all his strength, and 
with all his mind. Lacking decidedly in this requirement of Jehovah’s law. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

When this question was asked by the lawyer, Christ knew that the suggestion came from His 
bitterest enemies, who were setting a trap to catch Him in His words. The Lord Jesus 
responded to the question by placing the burden upon the lawyer to answer his own question 
before that crowd. “What is written in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast 
answered right: this do, and thou shalt live” (Luke 10:26-28). Obedience to the 
commandments of God is the price of eternal life. Father let this be my prayer. In Jesus 
precious name. Amen. 


