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Date Name Testimonial Reports 

12/10/2020 Sister Lana Shares a word of encouragement from SOP written by Ellen White: 

Soldiers engaged in battle have to meet difficulties and hardships. 

Coarse food is given them, and that often in limited quantities. They 

have long marches, day by day, over rough roads and under burning 

suns, camping out at night, sleeping on the bare ground, with only the 

canopy of heaven for a covering, exposed to drenching rains and 

chilling frosts, hungry, faint, exhausted, now standing as a target for the 

foe, now in deadly encounter. Thus they learn what hardship means. 

Those who enlist in Christ's army are also expected to do difficult work, 

and to bear painful trials patiently for Christ's sake. But those who suffer 

with him shall also reign with him. Then who of us have entered the 

service to expect the conveniences of life, to be off duty when we 

please, laying aside the soldier's armor and putting on the civilians' 

dress, sleeping at the post of duty, and so exposing the cause of God 

to reproach? The ease-loving ones will not practice self-denial and 

patient endurance; and when men are wanted to make mighty strokes 

for God, these are not ready to answer, "Here am I; send me." Hard 

and trying work has to be done, but blessed are those who are ready 

to do it when their names are called. God will not reward men and 

women in the next world for seeking to be comfortable in this. We are 

now on the battle field. There is no time for resting, no time for ease, 

no time for selfish indulgence. After gaining one advantage, you must 

do battle again; you must go on conquering and to conquer, gathering 

fresh strength for fresh struggles. Every victory gained gives an increase 

of courage, faith, and determination. Through divine strength you will 

prove more than a match for your enemies.  {ST, September 7, 1891 

par. 6}  

     In spite of all the good qualities a man may have, he cannot be a 

good soldier if he acts independently of those connected with him. 

Occasional and uncertain movements, however earnest and energetic, 

will in the end bring defeat. Take a strong team of horses. If, instead of 

both pulling together, one should suddenly jerk forward and the other 

pull back, they would not move the load, notwithstanding their great 

strength. So the soldiers of Christ must work in concert, else there will 

be a mere concourse of independent atoms. Strength, instead of being 
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carefully treasured to meet one great end, will be wasted in 

disconcerted, meaningless efforts. In union is strength. A few men and 

women who unite together, having the glory of God in view, will be 

growing in strength and wisdom, and gaining new victories. There is 

much hard work to be done for the Master, and much wisdom must be 

brought into the work. It is the unconquerable perseverance, the 

never-failing endurance, which will bring the victory. Many have a 

theory of truth, but know scarcely anything of the sweet victories 

through that faith which overcometh the world. An experience must be 

gained by each one for himself, or we shall never sit down with the 

suffering Man of Calvary. It will cost us all we have, but as a reward we 

shall inherit all things.  {ST, September 7, 1891 par. 7}   

     Our enemy may appear to have the advantage of us in number, in 

the variety of resources, and in position; but we must not be 

discouraged, nor turn cowards. We have Christ with us, and he is 

continually going forward, leading to advanced truths and greater light. 

Those who will follow must go forward in spite of manifold foes, 

powerful and difficult to resist because they work in a subtle, 

underhand manner. We shall have to meet, not only human power, but 

the principalities of the kingdom of darkness,--"wicked spirits in high 

places." Even our friends will oppose us, and we shall have to meet 

scornful sneers, because we venture to choose the better way. Our 

motives will be misjudged, and even our character and habits 

maligned. But "ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin." 

We have an incessant strife, but is not the reward at the end of the 

conflict worthy of all the labor? Will not the eternal weight of glory 

more than compensate for every wound, every grief, every sorrow? Will 

not every sacrifice bring returns in treasures that are without price?  

{ST, September 7, 1891 par. 8}   
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